Handwriting
Writing
Provide a suitable place for writing, let your child sit at a table or somewhere
with a nice flat surface, with paper, pencils, pens or keyboard to allow them to
write.
Give your child time to plan their writing and discuss and record ideas, it may
take them a long time to think about what they are writing, be patient.
Encourage your child to compose and rehearse sentences orally (including
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing
range of sentence structures. Use ‘Think it, Say it, Write it, Read it’. Children
should think their sentence first, say it aloud, write it down then read it back to
check.
In narratives, encourage children to create settings, characters and plot and in
non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (for example,
headings and sub-headings). Encourage children to organise paragraphs around
a theme.

Spelling

If children ask you to spell words, ask them to sound out the words and write
them independently. It is better that they have sounded out and written a word
phonetically than you having told them how to spell it, they can check it in a
dictionary afterwards.
Children should evaluate and edit their work by proofread for spelling and
punctuation errors and proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary.
Ask your child to read their own writing aloud using appropriate intonation and
controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
Finally, allow children to write about what they are interested in. They could
write stories, diaries, information texts, letters, instructions texts or poems.

Reading
Reading with your child is vital. Research shows that it's the single most
important thing you can do to help your child's education. It's best to read
little and often, so try to put aside some time for it every day.
Think of ways to make reading fun - you want your child to learn how
pleasurable books can be. If you're both enjoying talking about the
content of a particular page, linger over it for as long as you like.
Books aren't just about reading the words on the page, they can also
present new ideas and topics for you and your child to discuss.
Tips for helping your child to enjoy books:
Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from
school, in the morning or just before bed.
Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in – they
don’t have to just be school reading books! Maybe books on rocks and
fossils, animals, cookery or a certain sport.
Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms
around your house.
Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as
books.
Ask your child questions about the text that they are reading using Why…?
What…? How..? What..?

See www.literacyforpleasure.wordpress.com for more information

Spoken Language
At Cheadle Primary we value our pupils’ ability to communicate, reason and
explain: speaking and listening skills underpin all areas of the curriculum
and as such are given a high status in the planning and delivery of all
subjects.
Our children will be taught:
To listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
To ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
To use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
To articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
To give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for
different purposes, including for expressing feelings
To maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
To use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating,
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
To speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard
English
To participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations and debates
To gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
To consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building
on the contributions of others
To select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.

Dear Parents/Carers,
We have created this booklet to support you in helping your child with
English at home. While your child is in Year 3 and 4, they will be working
in class to cover all aspects of the English curriculum in school. However
your support at home is invaluable to enable them to consolidate their
learning. There are sections on reading, writing, spelling, grammar,
spoken language and handwriting.
The reading section of this booklet will provide some guidance on how to
read with your child in Year 3-4. Books are a rich source of new words for
your child. Words you would not use in everyday conversations appear
in books. Children need to have a wide vocabulary to understand the
meaning of books, so read aloud and share books as often as you can,
even as your child moves into KS2. It is very important that children’s
comprehension skills are increased by talking about characters, settings
and events to help them to understand what they have read.
The writing, grammar and spelling sections offer guidance on how to
learn spelling patterns, the grammar knowledge that is expected of
children in Year 3 and 4 to allow them to understand how to construct
sentences. Writing is a fundamental skill that your child will learn at
school but should also be practised at home to become confident.
Children should be encouraged to read their writing to edit and improve
their texts.
The handwriting section of this leaflet shows the correct letter formation
for each letter in cursive script. In Year 3-4 children are expected to begin
to join their writing and begin to write using pen.
We look forward to working with you in Year 3-4 to develop your child’s
English skills!
The Year 3-4 Team.
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